
French Skills and Knowledge

Knowledge Progression 

Year 3/4
C

ycle 1 
Year 3/4
C

ycle 2 
Year 5/6
C

ycle 1 
Year5/6
C

ycle 2

Do I know how the words for at least six words for
family members? 

Do I know how to say the pronouns I / you / he /
she? 

Do I know the difference between J’ai and Je n’ai
pas?  

Do I know some words for greetings? 
Do I know the numbers to 20? 
Do I know at least five colours?

Do I know the names of at least ten items of
clothing and their gender? 

Do I know at least five adjectives (non-colours)
that can describe clothes? 

Do I know the difference between un/une and des,
and mon/ma and mes? 

Do I know the names of at least ten sports /
activities and their gender? 

Do I know the names of some places these sports
might be played? 

Do I know when you would use jouer and when
you would use faire to say you are doing?

Do I know the words for at least six animals and
their gender? 

Do I know how to say most colours? 
Can I say what is different about the word

order in French when I am using adjectives? 

Do I know the words for at least ten foods and
their gender? 

Do I understand the concept of gendered nouns
in French, and how this is shown? 

Do I know the currency that is used in France? 

Do I know the days of the week? 
Do I know the months of the year? 

Do I know the numbers to 31?

Do I know the names of at least five baking
ingredients and some baking equipment and

their gender? 
Do I know some verbs relating to baking, and how

to use them to form commands? 
Do I know some adverbials of time? 

Do I know the names for a good number of
pencil case items, and their gender? 

Do I know the words for a few prepositions? 
Do I know the phrase for ‘There is’ in French? 

Do I know the names of at least ten
animals, and their gender? 

Do I know a good number of adjectives
that can be used to describe animals? 

Do I know the names of at least ten places you
might find in a town, as well as their genders?

Do I know words you would expect to use when
asking for and giving directions, such as left
and right, please and thank you, and time

adverbs like ‘then’?

Do I know the names of the planets in French? 
Do I know some words used to describe planets

such as colour, size and temperature? 
Do I know which adjective endings show gender

and plural? 
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Year 3/4
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Year 5/6
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ycle 1 
Year5/6
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Can I ask people what family members they have?
Can I say what family members I and other people

have? 
Can I say a sentence about what family members

are called? 

Can I greet people in French and ask how
they are? 

Can I say how I am in a few different ways?
Can I ask and answer questions about

people’s name?

Can I match a description of a person’s clothing to a
picture? 

Can I write phrases and sentences describing clothes,
putting the words in the right order and showing

gender? 
Can I write a short paragraph about the clothes

someone is wearing?

Can I say which sports I do, when and where?
Can I say what I do not do? 

Can I write a paragraph about sports I do and
don’t do? 

Can I say the vocabulary from this unit out loud,
pronouncing it accurately? 

Can I answer questions about what animals I do and
don’t like? 

Can I describe an animal in a simple sentence or
noun phrase, putting the words in the right order

and showing the gender of the noun?

Can I say the vocabulary from this unit out loud,
pronouncing it accurately? 

Can I answer questions about what food I do and don’t
like? 

Can I take part in a role play in a French café, saying
what I would like and asking how much it would cost? 

Can I say the vocabulary from this unit out loud,
pronouncing it accurately? 

Can I answer questions about the day, week and
my birthday?

 Can I write short, simple sentences about what
day or month it is, and when my birthday is? 

Can I use a dictionary to find the meanings of
French words in English? 

Can I join in with a class retelling of a recipe with
actions? 

Can I use a range of strategies to help me
translate parts of a recipe? 

Can I say the vocabulary from this unit out
loud, pronouncing it accurately? 

Can I answer questions about what is in a pencil
case? 

Can I understand sentences written about the
position of items and draw them on a picture? 

Can I use a dictionary to help me find the French names of
certain animals?

Can I take part in a conversation where I ask and answer
questions about animals I like? 

Can I say what my favourite animals are? 
Can I ask people ‘why’ they have a certain opinion and

explain my opinion using ‘because’?

Can I take part in a conversation, giving
and asking for directions to a place on a

map? 
Can I pronounce the phonemes we have
learned this year in French accurately? 

Can I answer questions about planets? 
Can I write questions about planets using

Quel? 
Can I read a passage about planets and have

a good guess about what it is saying? 
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