SLCN Information Sheet

Supporting Children with Speech, Language and Communication Needs in School
Based on NHS and Speech and Language UK guidance

What is SLCN?

SLCN refers to difficulties with understanding or using spoken language. It can affect a child’s ability to express themselves, follow instructions, interact socially, and access learning. Around 1 in 10 children have long-term SLCN, and many more experience temporary or fluctuating difficulties.

Common Signs and Symptoms

Understanding Language (Receptive)
· Difficulty following instructions, especially multi-step
· Struggles with understanding questions or new vocabulary
· May appear to ignore or misunderstand spoken information
· Needs extra time to process spoken language

Using Language (Expressive)
· Limited vocabulary or difficulty finding the right words
· Short or incomplete sentences
· Difficulty retelling events or explaining ideas
· Grammar errors or immature sentence structure

Social Communication
· Difficulty taking turns in conversation
· Limited eye contact or facial expression
· Challenges with understanding jokes, sarcasm, or figurative language
· May interrupt or struggle to stay on topic

What Class Teachers Can Do: Practical Strategies

Communication-Friendly Environment
· Reduce background noise and distractions
· Use visual aids, gestures, and symbols to support understanding
· Repeat and rephrase instructions clearly
· Allow extra time for processing and responding

Language Support
· Pre-teach key vocabulary before lessons
· Use word banks, sentence starters, and writing frames
· Encourage use of visual organisers (e.g. story maps, mind maps)
· Model correct language and expand on pupil responses

Social Interaction
· Support turn-taking and listening skills through structured activities
· Use role-play or social stories to teach conversation skills
· Pair with supportive peers for group work


Consistency & Collaboration
· Share strategies with all staff, including supply teachers
· Use a Pupil Passport or IEP to ensure consistent support
· Work closely with parents and speech and language therapists


Further Reading & Resources

· NHS SLC Toolkit for Schoolschildspeechbedfordshire.nhs.uk
· Speech and Language UK – Educator ResourcesSpeech and Language UK
· Bedfordshire & Luton SLCN Toolkitsbedslutonchildrenshealth.nhs.uk

