Message from Mrs Walford:

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a wonderful week it has been at Highfield!
Nativity
Our infant nativity was absolutely brilliant. The children sang beautifully, danced with such enthusiasm, and
impressed us all with their confident acting. Their hard work and talent really shone through—well done to every
pupil who took part, and thank you to the staff who helped bring it all together. A special thank you to Miss Ellis for
putting the show together!
Christmas Lunch
On Thursday, the children enjoyed their Christmas lunch, which was lovely. The kitchen team did a fantastic job, and
the children thoroughly enjoyed their festive meals.
Staffing Update
We are pleased to announce that we have sucessfully recruited a new site manager! Mr Bond will be starting with
us after the Christmas break and we know he will be an asset to our team. A HUGE thank you to the staff and
parents who have helped maintain the sites for the last term.
Healthy High 5 Silver Award
We are proud to announce that Highfield has been awarded the Healthy High 5 Silver Award. This recognises our
commitment to promoting pupils’ wellbeing through healthy eating, physical activity, emotional health support, and
positive lifestyle choices. The award reflects the sustained effort of staff, pupils, and families working together to
nurture healthy habits across the school.
Sports Update
A huge well done to all our sports teams who have competed this week. Your teamwork, determination, and positive
attitude have made us very proud. Year 3 and 4 children had a great time at their basketball festival and well done
to the year 5 girls on their netball match.
School Improvement Visits
Over the last couple of weeks, we have welcomed our School Improvement Officer (SIO) for two visits. We are
pleased to share that our safeguarding was judged to be highly effective. This is because our systems are robust,
staff are well trained, concerns are followed up promptly, and pupils know that there are trusted adults in school
who will listen to them. Our SIO commented on the strong culture of care and vigilance that runs throughout the
school, and we are grateful to our whole community for helping maintain such high standards.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We look forward to another wonderful week as we move closer to
Christmas. Remember on our last day (Friday 19 December) we finish one hour early - 2.15pm for infants and
2.25pm for juniors.

Autumn 2 Dates

Thursday 18" December, 2.30pm - KS?2
Carol Service

Friday 19*" December - last day of term.
Finish one hour early_

Monday 5% January - First day back to
school after the Christmas break
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Next week’s collective worship:
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A RANGE OF DIFFERENT
ACTIVITIES ALL WITH A
CHRISTMAS THEME.
SNOWBALL FIGHTS,
GINGERBREAD DECORATING,

ELF OLYMPICS, REINDEER
RACES AND LOTS MORE
FESTIVE FUN.
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Infant Department updates

Important information for Infant parents:

Next week, children will be taking home their PE kits. Please
ensure these come back into school on the first day after the
holidays. We also ask that all library books are returned.

Staffing Update

We are very sad that lovely Mrs Yeung will be leaving us after
Christmas. She has been a fantastic teaching assistant and we
will all miss her terribly. We wish her lots of luck for the future.

We will also be saying goodbye (for now) to Mrs Cable who
has been a wonderful teacher in Maple Base. Mrs Bryant wiill
be teaching across the school after the break and Mrs Shorey
will be back full time teaching in Maple after her maternity
leave.

Mrs Bryant and Mrs Cable have been wonderful teachers
and i'm sure you will all agree, have done a fantastic job.
Thank you Mrs Cable and Mrs Bryant, and welcome back Mrs
Shorey!

Beech celebrations:

Max C and Ottilie B did an amazing job of
hosting our Christmas performance! They
worked so hard on their lines and their delivery.
They did a brilliant job with their singing and
dancing too and really impressed us all!

Maple celebrations:

Aled has been a joy to teach this term! He comes into school everyday with a determination to
work hard and try his best. He follows all of our Golden Goals and has become a great role model to
his peers. Thank you for always having such a positive attitude to learning Aled, we are so proud of the
progress you've made!

Oliver has made incredible progress in all of his learning this term! He is focussed, engaged, on-task
at all times and tackles everything with enthusiasm. He is polite, respectful and kind to his friends.
Oliver - we could have celebrated you every week! Thank you for being a shining star in Maple.

Sara has grown in confidence during her time in Maple. She is kind to all, helpful to her teachers and
keen to make good choices always. We are proud of how bravely she has engaged with our
performance rehearsals and know her family are going to love watching her perform!

Ash celebrations:

Suubi: Well done, Suubil You have been so helpfulin class, always ready to support
your friends and join in. Your kindness and hard work make our classroom a really
happy place.

Ted: Great job, Ted! You have been ready to learn, followed the rules to keep everyone
safe, and tried your best in everything you do. Your effort and positive attitude make
our class a lovely place to be.

Oak celebrations:

Mila has been collaborating so nicely with others this week and shows all of our golden
goals especially respect. Well done and thank you for being so wonderful Mila.

We would love to celebrate Wajid for being so hardworking. He has been demonstrating
both his maths and phonic skills and even made himself into the letter X! You are such a
super learner Wajid and we are so proud of you.

Willow celebrations:

Kiki has been showing the Golden Goal ‘Be Respectful this week and she has
really impressed me with her learning- especially her fantastic sentence
writing! You are a star, Kikil

Rebecca has been coming into school beautifully and she has been doing a
SUPER job with her sounds! It has been lovely to see her so excited about her
learning. Amazing work, Rebeccal




South America celebrations:

Junior Department updates 43
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Important information for Junior parents:

Next Thursday 18" December at 2:30 is the junior Australasia celebrations:

carol service in the Church. Please could all children | 'Maria has shown the school value of courage in relation to her learning this week. She has shown

that are participating, bring into school a Christmas/ esilience and preserved and it has led her to be really successful. Everything Maria produces is of a high
. . standard and she should be really proud of herself!
colourful/ sparkly jumper in a named bag on 16th . . .
o | can always rely on Daya to give her all to her learning. As usual she has worked really hard this week
December so itis all readg for the concert. There are _ and I'm always impressed with how quickly she responds to feedback. Keep being a superstar Daya,
some year 6 pupils who are part of the tableaux and s you're amazing|

they will need to please bring in their costumeina | \ Asia celebrations:

named ng bU 16th December. /. Well done Anvitha for another wonderful week! She has demonstrated wonderful positivity
and brought a sense of peace to the classroom, especially when working collaboratively with others.

She has been a joy to teach and radiates positivity!
perFormance! Well done Zac for consistently challenging himself and showing a strong desire to do his best in all
P tasks! He has really impressed me with his wonderful writing in literacy and attention to detail when
a’:u writing using passive voice! Great work Zac!
What'’s been happening in the department this week: € )7, North America celebrations:

Year 3/4: We have completed our geography learning on comparing 4 ‘;'G has.sh l dresil - allof his learning th « Heh Wi J
New York City and Southarmpton. The children have explored a variety of eorge has shown real courage and resilience in all of his learning this week He has really impressed us

different maps tofind the physical and human features of both cities. Anson for dis lc\JN Ilt: hsl,zciagt_accji?cc?t?gmie;rna;z 3vbheoel2 arl;)eL? l S\L/ilcjlj:cl;erzc;iei\l;l?;:‘! I,Z\ison stood out as
They then used the information they had found out to compare both piaging ) group Y

cities. The children were surprised to find that both cities had quite a few ‘ being very encouraging and being a real team plagen:. .
similarities even though NYC is a much bigger city with a higher : Africa celebrations:

- ] . Alfie has made fantastic progress in his reading this term, growing in confidence and showing a real spark of
population! .V . . . ) 2 ) )
; enjoyment when exploring new books. His enthusiasm and steadily improving fluency have become a genuine
strength. He comes to each reading session ready to try his best and celebrate what he can do. Alfie has truly
Year 5/6: The children have been thoroughly enjoying their new writing embodied our value of courage by believing in himself and taking proud steps forward every week.

topic and have really enjoyed reading the text Until | met Dudley. They

have learnt about the features of an explanation text and shown . Novla-Rae has been do.ing so well recently, partictflarlg in her \.N.riting. This te.rm, s.he has written some lovely
fantastic commitment to learn and use a range of new features within structions, d great narrative and tod(::(g)rs:)\:irad her first go atlwntmg an.ttllm'azmg diary entry. Well done, Nova-Rae
their writing. We then began writing a fictional text about how toasters 9 50 Fouragects YEHr wrtng .

really work, where the children have really let their creativity flow! As we Europe celebrations:
come to the end of our foundation topics, the children have also been

applying all they have learnt across the topics, demonstrating how A HUGE well done to all of Europe who have worked hard all week! We are proud of each and every
much they have learnt! We have seen some fantastic DT models, Samba single one of you for trying your best, being kind and helpful and for following the golden goals.
dance celebrations and excellent reflections in RE.

We're looking forward to you seeing the children’s




