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1. Our vision

We at Highfield believe that the most
important part of a child's education
is the relationship they have with
their school. At Highfield, your child
will be known and nurtured. They will
be encouraged to thrive in their
learning environment by expressing
and exploring their passions and
interests.

| Children at Highfield feel inspired,
Mrs Walford ' supported and celebrated. We aim to
Headteacher build individuals who will thrive and

flourish and recognise the relevance of
our school core values in their everyday
lives.




2. Starting
School

When your child starts

at Highfield in
reception, they will
learn through the EYFS

curriculum -

They will be supported in their learning through exploration and
play and will begin to develop their phonic understanding in
preparation for reading and writing.

When your child starts in reception there will be events for families
such as the HSFF Teddy Bear Picnic and Tea and Tissues. This will
give you a chance to meet other families and for your children to
meet some of their new classmates.

What if my child is starting in a

different year group or mid year?

Whether you are joining us at Highfield in reception or mid year,

the office team will give you all the information and registration
details you need. Your child will be welcomed by teachers and

peers alike, to make their start to Highfield a positive and exciting
experience. There will also be lots of other events for families to
meet and these dates will be made available to you nearer the time.
When starting all staff and children create a "Who | Am" poster

on A4 paper. It is shared with the class and helps the children and
staff to know more about children on an individual level.



3. Our classrooms

At Highfield, we have 11 classrooms, all tailored to the specific needs of the
year groups that use them. We pride ourselves on the care and attention
that goes into the development of your child's learning environment. We use
the children's learning as the focal point of our displays and give our
classrooms a homely, natural feel by bringing the outside in and reducing
clutter and garish colour.

Research suggests that children are able to focus better in neutral spaces
with less pressure on cognitive load from busy displays. Children in the EYFS
should be given opportunity to explore resources that are stimulating and
stored effectively for them to access independently when they are at play.
On this basis, we have designed our classrooms and learning spaces
carefully and here are some examples:
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Miss Bignell | | Mrs Whitlock & Mrs Lewis
Willow Base Teacher Oak Class Teachers
Year R

Miss Ellis Mrs Bryant and Mrs Cable Miss Hill
Beech Base Teacher Maple Base Teachers Ash Base Teacher
Year 1/2 Year 1/2 Year 1/2

"Positive relationships between staff and pupils ensure that pupils are
known as individuals. Their different needs are identified, and staff support

pupils well so that each of them makes good progress. Pupils say that
everyone is included." OFSTED July 2022




Staff continued

Meet the Junior Teachers...

Miss Collins Mr Upson Mr Rawlins
Australasia Class Europe Class Teacher Africa class Teacher
Teacher Year 3/4 Year 3/4 Year 3/4

Mr Lewis Mr Dodson Mr Iszatt

Asia Class South America Class North America

Teacher Teacher Year 5/6 & Class Teacher

Year 5/6 Assessment and Year 5/6
Curriculum Leader

"High expectations and clear routines are important and are regularly reinforced
by staff. This leads to a calm, purposeful learning environment. As a result, pupils
behave consistently well across the school and do well in class.”
OFSTED 2022




~ The Infant department is -
open from 8.50am.
Session times:
9:00am - 12 noon
1:00pm - 3:15pm
~ church)

The Junior department is
open from 8.45am.
Session times:
8:55am - 12 noon
1:00pm - 3:25pm
(3.25pm Thursdays from
church)

We have 5 classrooms on the infant site:
Oak :Year R pupils

Willow : Year R pupils

Maple : Mixed Year 1 and 2 pupils

Ash : Mixed Year 1 and 2 pupils

Beech : Mixed Year 1 and 2 pupils

We have 6 classrooms on the

Junior site:

Africa — Mixed Year 3 and 4 pupils
Australasia — Mixed Year 3 and 4 pupils
Europe - Mixed Year 3 and 4 pupils

South America - Mixed Year 5 and 6 pupils
North America - Mixed Year 5 and 6 pupils
Asia - Mixed Year 5 and 6 pupils




6. INSET Days

In addition to the annual holidays there will be 5 occasional days
(INSET) when the school is closed for staff training. You will
receive notification of these in advance of the closures.
The school follows the published date for all terms agreed by
Southampton City Council which can be found here:
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/schools-learning/in-school/.
In the event of the school being closed due to unforeseen
circumstances, this information will be made available on our
school website, as well as the Southampton City Council
website.

The school will contact all parents through ‘ParentMail’.

All communications come through this portal so it is essential
that you download the app in order to keep informed. Please

ensure your contact details are up to date.




Does it matter if my child is late coming to
school or late being collected?

All outside doors are closed at the start of the first session and the
only entrance into both departments is through the main
reception door. Registers are taken in the morning and afternoon
sessions and close 5 minutes after the start of each session.
Children who arrive after this time will be marked as late and you
will need to sign them in on the INVENTRY system in reception
providing a reason for lateness. A record is kept of persistent late
comers and late collections and the Educational Welfare Officer is
contacted as appropriate.

What if my child is unwell or has an
appointment?

If your child is unwell and not able to go to school please could you phone us
on 023 8055 5793 and leave a message, telling us the name of your child,
their class or base and details of what is wrong with them. Please could you
let us know each day they are off school sick. If your child has experienced
any sickness and/or diarrhoea, they must stay off school until at least 48
hours after the last episode of sickness or diarrhoea. Any medical
appointments need to be communicated to the school in advance of a visit.
We would encourage all routine appointments to be taken outside of the
school day.

All children need to be signed into and out of school outside of the normal
school session times. If your child requires prescription medicine, then you
will need to complete a form in school detailing the dose required. All
medicines must be labelled clearly with the child's name and handed in to a
responsible adult. The medicine should be collected at the end of the school
day from the school office (juniors) or class teacher (infants).




Attendance continued

What should we do if we are moving?

Parents must put their new address in writing for the Office
staff. If you are moving out of the area and leaving school
you will need to complete a ‘Leavers form” and tell us the

anticipated last day in school, you can pick a form up from
the school office. Children will receive a bible in church if
they have attended the school for at least one year.

What if we need to take a holiday in term time?
Attendance in school is extremely important. We are keen to
pursue this message and parents who take their children
out of school during term time can be penalised through
fines. Parents/Carers/Guardians have a legal responsibility
to ensure their children's attendance at school. Good
attendance is linked to higher achievement. Poor
attendance can be the cause of under achievement. Under
Government legislation, the Headteacher is only able to
authorise leave of absence of a pupil during term time, if
they deem the reason/s given for the leave of absence to be
exceptional circumstances.

Can | help in school?

We encourage parental involvement within the school day. Most classrooms
have parent help on a regular basis. If you have a particular skill or hobby you
would like to share with us, there are opportunities to do that. When your
child goes on a school trip the class teacher often asks for additional adult
help. If you are able to offer time to come and help, please let the teacher
know. We have to carry out DBS checks for all adults that come into school.
Details about how to do this are available from the school office.




8. Site Addresses
and Contact

Junior Site:
Hawthorn Road e
Southampton

SO17 1PX

Infant Site:
Church Lane

Southampton
SO17 1SY

Tel: (023) 8055 5793
Email info@highfieldschool.co.uk

Visit our school website on
https://www.highfieldceprimaryschool.co.uk/




9. Dropping off and picking up

Start of the day:

Teachers will stand at the door of the
classroom entrances 10 minutes before
the start of the day. We ask that you
ensure
your child is in school during this time. We
use the ten minutes to engage children in
early morning learning and therefore
encourage you to bring them 10 minutes
before the start of the official school day.
For juniors this would be from 8.45 am
and for the infants this would be 8.50
am. Junior children will be late if they
arrive after 8.55 am and infants will be
late if they arrive after 9.00 am.



Dropping off and picking up continued

End of the day:

When Infant children are dismissed, staff will make sure that they
see a parent or guardian who is responsible for them. In the event
of an emergency, please phone the school if you are going to be
late. At the end of the day children who have not been collected
will wait in the reception area of their department and their
names recorded. Persistent late collection will be reported to the
Education Welfare Officer. For our Junior children, some parents
may wish to allow their child to walk home without adult
supervision and at their own discretion. Parents must put this in
writing to inform the school

End of the day safeguarding procedure:

If someone else is collecting your child on your behalf, either as a
routine or a one-off arrangement, please ensure that this is
communicated to the school in advance either in writing or by
talking directly to the teacher or school office. It is not school
policy to allow children to be dismissed with anyone other than
their parent or guardian, unless prior arrangements have been
communicated. Unfortunately, we cannot rely on the children
telling us of any arrangements and therefore need written or
verbal communication to be in place from the adults.




10. Church

On Thursdays, the whole school meet together in
church for the weekly church service. This is the
only time in the week that we can gather as a whole
school community. Parents are welcome to attend
the service which starts at 3pm until 3.25pm.
Parents who are not attending need to come into
the church to collect their child(ren). A member of
staff remains with uncollected children and, if it
reaches 3.35pm will take them to the infant/junior
department for safety. A call will be made to check

why parents have not collected on time.
For Year R children, they will begin to attend church
after the October half term as part of settling in

The school day
alwauys finishes at
3.25pm for all Year
Groups ona
THURSDAY unless
communicated.




Our curriculum is based upon the belief that children
learn through creative and engaging experiences to
secure the development of knowledge.

Our aim is to develop lifelong learners with a
passion and sense of enjoyment in learning. In
essence - to be memorable. We aim to ensure
that we maintain a clear focus on making the

children the centre of the learning. It is what

makes our curriculum distinctive and bespoke to
our school and the community it serves. We
regularly review learning with the children
through our “Prove-its” that enable children to
revisit and recall earlier learning in order to make
it stick within their longer term memory. In this
way, they build strong foundations as learners.

The school curriculum is driven by the statutory requirements
of both the National Curriculum and the Early Years Foundation
Stage. It is interpreted through our school vision statement.
The English and Mathematics programme of study determines
the priorities for each phase across primary school.



Our Curriculum continued...

How do we plan our curriculum?

Because of the size of our school, we have mixed aged classes from year 1 -
6. This occurs when a single teacher instructs more than one year-group of
students in the same classroom. We have single aged smaller classes in
year R because it is a distinctive phase and approach to education.

Therefore, we have a two-year teaching cycle for all foundation subjects.
Details for each subject can be found on the school website under Our
Curriculum. This structure ensures that in our mixed year classes, the whole
curriculum requirements will be taught.























































