
Year R phonics 
workshop



RWI systematic 
synthetic phonics

Read Write Inc

• Systematic- Sequential phonic teaching of 
sounds

• Synthetic- sounds that can be 
‘synthesised’ together to build words

• Phonics- the sound made for the different 
graphemes, digraphs and trigraphs.



How is this 
taught at school

• Introduction to sound

• Practise forming and 
listening for the sound

• Embed the knowledge 
with teacher

• Independently apply 
sounds in a range of 
activities



Pure sounds

Children are taught just the pure sounds.

This is very important for accurate 
segmenting and blending of words.

Ensure that you are helping children to 
read in just pure sounds.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYx
1CyDMZSc&t=2s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYx1CyDMZSc&t=2s


Listening to pure 
sounds to read

• Children need to be ready to listen before 
they can hear sounds initially 

• Lots of games to practise listening for sounds 
(not just phonic sounds!)

• Turn taking and listening games to prepare 
children for phonic listening



Blending pure sounds

Segmenting- breaking words into component sounds

Blending- bringing sounds together to create a full 
spoken words

Fred the frog is used as part of the RWI programme in 
order to help children blend. Fred has no fingers and 
cannot segment and blend words together. Children are 
taught to Fred talk and Fred finger the words to help 
them read.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q


What about reading?

When the children are ready, they will be 
given phonically appropriate books to 
read. 

These will be part of the RWI book bag 
books, and will be changed every Tuesday 
afternoon.

The children will also be able to access the 
Oxford Owl e-library, where teachers will 
allocate books that are linked to the 
sound being taught in school

The book levels are checked 
regularly on a 1:1 basis with 
children to ensure that they 
are reading the correct book 
band for them



“Reading is at the heart of the school 
and pupils love reading. There are plenty 
of opportunities for them to read. They 
make use of the well-stocked library and 
enjoy the quiet, calm space. Parents are 
actively involved in reading to pupils at 
home.

The teaching of phonics is prioritised 
from the very start of Reception and a 
systematic approach is followed. This 
means that phonics is taught 
consistently well.

The books pupils read match the sounds 
that they are learning, and this helps 
them to feel successful. Those pupils 
who struggle receive additional help. As 
a result, they catch up quickly.”
Ofsted 7th and 8th July 2022



Not all words can be blended



What does this look like?



How can you help at home?
• Read every day and try to engage 

children in a love of books

• Use ONLY pure sounds

• ONLY let your child speak in pure 
sounds

• Learn key words at home

• Look for new sounds on signs or 
when you are out and about

• Encourage your child to write labels, 
lists, notes 

• Model segmenting and blending 
words with your child

HAVE FUN WITH PHONICS



Explore! 
Please explore the activities our around the classroom and feel free to 

ask any questions at this time.


